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August 08, 2022 

The Honorable Douglas Parker  

Assistant Secretary of Labor 

Occupational Health and Safety Administration  

200 Constitution Avenue  

Washington, DC 20210 

 

Dear Assistant Secretary Parker: 

 

Thank you for working to advance worker health and safety in the United States. We write to you 

today in an effort to build on the tremendous work of modernizing cranes and derricks safety 

standards, particularly to assess and consider innovative technology.  

 

With the recent passage of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, and millions of construction 

projects coming to our districts soon, it is vital that Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

(OSHA) crane safety standards consider all technologies available to ensure worker safety on the 

ground. We were pleased to see that in Fall 2021, the Department of Labor proposed amendments 

to the cranes and derricks in construction standards, scheduled to be taken up in June 2022.1 

However, the proposed amendments fall short of allowing or at least considering for the use of 

new, safe technology that has the potential to promote the use of innovation on construction sites, 

a critical component that should be considered.  

 

OSHA’s partnership with industry stakeholders to ensure workforce safety in proposed rules 

have proven to be successful overtime. This has been illustrated most recently with the 

implementation of the revised certification requirements within the OSHA Cranes & Derricks in 

Construction Standard put forth by the Coalition for Crane Operator Safety (CCOS). CCOS – 

whose membership includes labor, management, equipment manufacturing, insurance 

underwriters and accredited certification organizations, worked diligently with OSHA to ensure 

clear and effective OSHA Crane Operator Certification Requirement. We re requesting that 

OSHA continue this collaborative engagement and consider innovative technologies that are 

emerging within the industry. 

 

In an effort to continue the work in preventing the occurrence of crane accidents, we recommend 

convening conversations to allow for the consideration of other load stabilization mechanisms 

while maintaining a human failsafe and assess how this innovative technology can work in 

tandem with tag or restraint lines. As OSHA prepares to make corrections and amendments to 

 
1 Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration. (2021). Amendments to the Cranes and Derricks in 

Construction Standard . Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, U.S. General Services Administration. Retrieved March 

15, 2022, from https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202110&RIN=1218-AC81 



________________________________ 

 

the final standard for cranes and derricks published in August 2010, we urge you to take into 

consideration new safety developments in this industry. One example of doing so would be to 

expand the existing crane safety standard to outline all available stabilization mechanisms proven 

to be safe and detailing when each should be used depending on the construction project.  

 

Importantly, we recommend this be complete in consultation with safety engineers, crane 

operators, union representatives, and other industry stakeholders to determine the safest method 

of stabilization while conducting a lift. This prioritizes safety and combats preventable accidents 

by eliminating risk points that place our working constituents in the most danger while on 

construction sites, a model we hope to see reflected in other OSHA standards.  

 

We applaud your dedication to occupational safety and hope to see the modernization of safety 

standards happen this year.  Thank you for your consideration of this request. We stand ready to 

support and work with you as we continue to prioritize safety in our districts. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

_________________ 

Adriano Espaillat 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/ 

Peter A. DeFazio 

Member of Congress 
 

/s/ 

Nydia M. Velázquez 

Member of Congress 
 
 

/s/ 

Andre Carson 

Member of Congress 
 
 

/s/ 

Sylvia Garcia 

Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/ 

Alma Adams 

Member of Congress 
 


