
  

       

April 14, 2020 

 

The Honorable Mike Pence     The Honorable Steve Mnuchin 

Vice President       Secretary 

The White House      Department of the Treasury  

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue     799 9th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20500     Washington DC, 20001 

 

Charles P. Rettig 

Commissioner 

Internal Revenue Service 

1111 Constitution Avenue NW 

Washington, D.C 20224 

 

Dear Vice President Pence, Secretary Mnuchin, and Commissioner Rettig: 

 

In response to the Internal Revenue Service’s (IRS) launch of the new Economic Impact 

Payments (EIP) web portal and associated literature, we have heard concerns from our 

constituents regarding the portal’s inaccessibility to non-English speakers. In order to ensure all 

Americans have access to this vital assistance, we urge you to make all pertinent information and 

application forms related to such payments available in Spanish as well as the 18 most 

commonly used languages America, at a minimum.  

 

In communities around the country, we are witnessing illustrations of this pandemic’s 

overwhelming impact on poor, immigrant and non-English speaking communities. Considering 

that the IRS, Census, and other government agencies often disseminate information in multiple 

languages, we are confident in the federal government’s ability to promptly translate all 

information related to EIPs into the most widely spoken languages and we urge the IRS to lean 

on its partners in other federal agencies to accomplish this urgent rectification.  

 

As with all information relating to COVID-19 currently being provided by federal, state and 

local agencies, universal access to and understanding of EIPs is important to ensuring the 

equitable distribution of resources to help the American people weather and eventually recover 

from this pandemic. We again urge you to promptly provide the American public all information 

related to EIPs in the 18 most commonly used languages, according to the Census Bureau. 

 

We thank you for your attention to this important matter.  

 

      Sincerely, 

 

  

  

     

Adriano Espaillat              Nydia Velázquez    José E. Serrano  

Member of Congress              Member of Congress              Member of Congress 
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ADDITIONAL SIGNATORIES 

Sylvia R. Garcia 

Bill Pascrell, Jr. 

Joaquin Castro 

Yvette D. Clarke 

Grace F. Napolitano 

Ben McAdams 

Eleanor Holmes Norton 

Donna E. Shalala 

Thomas R. Suozzi 

Gregory W. Meeks 

Alan Lowenthal 

Grace Meng 

Harley Rouda 

Raúl M. Grijalva 

Judy Chu 

Brian Higgins 

Jan Schakowsky 

Adam Smith 

Danny K. Davis 

Tony Cárdenas 

Karen Bass 

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr. 

Joseph D. Morelle 

Joseph P. Kennedy, III 

Jamie Raskin 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

Emanuel Cleaver, II 

Rashida Tlaib 

Marc Veasey 

Dina Titus 

Eliot L. Engel 

Katherine Clark 

André Carson 

Lucille Roybal-Allard 

Daniel T. Kildee 

Scott Peters 

Suzanne Bonamici 

Diana DeGette 

Frederica S. Wilson 

 


